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(54) STILL IMAGE PICKUP DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To quickly conduct 
photographing from a photographing operation till the 
end of a recording action and to prevent compression 
processing more than as required from being conducted 
to maintain the image quality by extracting still image 
information from an image pickup element continuously, 
calculating a compression rate of the still image 
information continuously and conducting compression 
processing to the still image information according to the 
compression rate calculated just before the 
photographing operation. 

SOLUTION: A microcomputer 6 executes a software 
program in a ROM 6a based on an operation signal from 
an operation input section 1 7. Still image information 
converted into digital data is once stored in a DRAM 5 
and the microcomputer 6 starts signal compression 
processing. A compression rate is decided by extracting 
continuously the still image information from a CCD 1 1 
and calculating the compression rate continuously based 

on the contents of the extracted still image information. Then, when the photographing 
operation is made the microcomputer 6 conducts compression processing to the still image 
information according to the compression rate already decided 
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